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Introduction 

1. Thank you all for coming.  

2. Thanks also to the NSW Dept of Planning and Environment for arranging tonight, the BHSA and 

VOWW committees and all the people who have provided input.  

BHSA 

1. Firstly, I will introduce myself and our community organisation of Brandy Hill And Seaham Action 

Group (BHSA), and then outline our preliminary assessment of the EIS. I am Neil Ritchie. Resident of 

Brandy Hill since 1990. Retired from IT manager of Australian Tube mills.  

2. BHSA was formed after Hanson announced its expansion plans in 2013. BHSA is a subcommittee 

within VOWW. Wife Margarete, Deb & Les Fisher, and Bob Adams well known in Seaham are the 

other current committee, assisted also by others on the VOWW committee such as Peter Rees. 

Everyone that volunteered joined the BHSA committee, and as some have left the area and left the 

committee, we are still looking for helpers to complete our submission. 

3. Through surveys, the feedback on our website and seeking opinions at every opportunity, we have 

formed a detailed understanding of residents’ concerns, and also the mitigation measures or 

restrictions that residents want.  

4. All the above also became members of the Brandy Hill Quarry Community Consultative Committee 

(CCC), along with local and regional Hanson management. PSC councillors and staff have also 

attended some meetings. The CCC was formed to help Hanson meet the requirements that the DPE 

set for consultation. 

5. Let me also state clearly that BHSA has not opposed the ongoing operation of the quarry, and we 

are not jeopardising any current jobs at the quarry or involved with products from the quarry. 

6. Brandy Hill is a residential area. The quarry and the residential estate were developed together, and 

have co-existed quite well, until the onslaught of extra trucks from Martins Creek, and now the 

prospect of more from Hanson.   

 

The Community Consultative Committee (CCC), residents concerns, and the EIS. 

1. The CCC was cordial and constructive on incidental problems such as engine braking. We tabled the 

following concerns about the loss of residential amenity and safety matters many times: 

a. 24 hours a day 7 days a week operations, 

b. The huge increase in truck traffic and associated noise, dust and diesel emissions that would 

remove any remaining ability for residents to safely and comfortably walk or cycle along 

Brandy Hill Dr and Seaham Rd, to get to neighbours, bus stops, facilities such as Brandon 

and Seaham Park, the Jacaranda Pre-school or Seaham cycleway.  

c. The roads have always been of a poor standard despite existing haulage levies to fund road 

maintenance. Frequent potholes and uneven surfaces lead to even more thumping and 

clattering truck noise. The narrow or non-existent shoulders beside deep drains or  
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embankments do not cater for cyclists, mail deliveries, garbage collection or for emergency 

stopping etc.  

d. Bus Stop and intersection safety were and are also high concerns even with current traffic 

levels, bar any proposed increases. 

 

The EIS offers no compromises, no meaningful mitigations and no voluntary offers to 

assist with any improvements to the local infrastructure to address the above concerns. In 

summary, the CCC has totally failed the community representatives, and the local 

community. Hanson has not changed or added anything into the final EIS compared to the 

initial proposal that would demonstrate that any meaningful consultation occurred.  

 

2. As a result of this outcome, BHSA’s preliminary position on the EIS proposal is as follows: 

a. We support the ongoing operations of the Quarry, but only at a similar level to current. The 

need to access new reserves of rock as contained in the EIS in OK, to maintain current jobs 

and output. Concrete batching and recycling can be added, but within historical truck 

number limits. 

b. However, we are totally opposed to doubling output by installing a second weighbridge.  A 

single weighbridge will be an effective ongoing throttle to future truck numbers/hour. 

c. We are also totally opposed to 24/7 operations and dispatches. Hanson had us believe they 

have a 24/7 licence to operate. Having recently GIPA’d licence documents from council and 

obtained the only previous EIS, those documents indicate that operations are only 

permitted from 6am to 6pm, 6 days a week! That must stay. Recent activities by Hanson 

outside those times must cease immediately. 

d. Any future consent granted by NSW planning must compel Hanson to provide for the 

immediate construction of a pathway along BHD and linking to the Seaham cycleway and 

Jacaranda Preschool, and improved bus stops. That is in addition to increasing haulage levy 

to ensure that the roads and intersections are brought up a standard that meets the 

amenity needs of residents and the safety of other road users. 

e. We are still to prepare our full submission, so if you have any suggestions or wish to assist, 

please contact us directly or through the Brandy Hill and Seaham Action website. 

 

3. This EIS is the first time NSW Planning has been involved in adjudication on a proposal to increase 

the output of Brandy Hill quarry. Previously PSC handled that, and various increases were granted 

with little public input or consideration of residents, resulting in the current inadequate state of the 

roads, shoulders, no footpaths, inadequate bus stops etc, for the current volumes of both general 

and especially quarry traffic. NSW Planning are here to listen, and want your submissions, as they 

have the power and the means to ensure that your concerns are addressed in any future approval.  

 

4. But before tonight’s facilitator handles your questions, two of my colleagues Deborah and Peter, 

would like to speak.  


